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Tips on shopping for groceries in Korea

Outdoor Local Markets

Welcome to Korea! On top of probably feeling a bit overwhelmed from 
your move, if you have made an inaugural trip to your local 
commissary on base, you might have noticed produce prices and other 
goods can get a bit high, putting a stressor on your wallet. While 
convenience may trump price, here are some other options and tips if 
you want to save a few dollars on your monthly grocery bill while 
you are in Korea.

Located near the Anjeong-Ri gate at Humphreys is the 3/8 market. Like 
the name suggests, this outdoor market is set up every date that ends 
in a 3 or 8. You can snag a variety of seasonal produce items at a great 
price. Some of the produce is sold in large quantities, so if you do not

need a lot of a product, grab a buddy to go with you and split your 
finds. One of the most popular stops at the 3/8 Market is the Hotteok 
vendor (during winter months). Hotteok is a sweet Korean pancake 
filled with cinnamon, sugar, seeds, and honey. This delectable treat is 
a popular street food in Korea and irresistible on market days. 



From the Anjeong-ri gate, Market is set up half a mile down the road 
through the Ville.

If you want to get a taste of the local Korean culture, the outdoor 
markets are a great place tostart. Local vendors set up their booths 
to sell items ranging from clothes, shoes, and toys to whole fish, 
seaweed, dumplings, produce and more. Stroll through the booths and 
immerse yourself in the sights and smells while sampling some of the 
street cuisine. Before you venture out, make sure you have plenty of 
won on hand and your reusable grocery bag to carry your goods. The 
markets take place, rain or shine and typically are set up by 9AM until 
about 5PM (sometimes later).

3/8 Market
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Indoor Markets/Stores

E-Mart Traders



Costco



N Mart



Joy Mart



Panda mart



Similar to Sam’s Club or Costco, E-Mart Traders sells goods and 
produce in bulk without a membership requirement. There are several 
E-Mart Traders locations in South Korea.




There is a Costco located in Cheonan and another in Yongin. They 
accept U.S. membership cards and offer a variety of U.S. products as 
well as Korean items.




N MART is a large local grocery store chain and probably a bit more 
similar to what we are used to a grocery store feeling like in the 
states. They have locations in the North Western part of South Korea 
(Asan to Seoul). The Asan location is open 24-hours daily so if you ever 
need to run out at an odd hour, you are in luck!




JOY MART is a local grocery store near Humphreys that has more of a 
neighborhood market feel.They offer produce at a great price (not 
quite as great as the 3/8 or 4/9 markets) and you can grab other 
grocery items here as well.




PANDA MART can best be described as a Korean Big Lots. You can pick 
up a few food items like candy, snacks, and drinks, but the bulk of their 
inventory is household goods. Go in for a notebook, leave with a 
spatula, box of cookies and Chapstick. A Panda Mart is located near 
Humphreys, across the street from Joy Mart.
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